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Component-1 (B) — Description of module:

Subject Name Indian Culture

Paper Name Vedic, Epic and Puranic culture of India

Module Name/Title Overview of Vedas

Module Id IC/ VEPC/01

Pre requisites Knowledge about VVedas and Sanskrit literature

Obijectives To know about Vedas, Classification, Branches,
allied literature and significance

Keywords Veda / Sruti / Vedic literature / Vedavyasa

E-text (Quadrant-I) :
1. Introduction:

In Indian tradition there are fourteen or ecighteen Vidyasthanas (abodes of
knowledge/ cognition).
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Rgveda, Yajurveda, Samaveda, Atharvaveda (four Vedas), Siksa, Vyakaranam,
Chandas, Niruktam, Jyotisam, Kalpa (six Vedangas), Puranam,
Nyayadarsanam, Mimamsa, Dharmasastram, Ayurveda, Dhanurveda,
Gandharvaveda, Arthasastram (four Upavedas) - are the eighteen Vidyas or
abodes of Vidya.

Veda means ‘a mass of knowledge’. Vedic literature is considered as the
earliest. Initially Veda was just like a heap and it was Vedavyasa, who, as the
name suggests, divided it into four — %4, I9de, WHdE and 3fYdag |




JeaRUgHIUY clearly says that all the above said four Vedas had emanated
from Brahman in one go as an exhalation, i.e. without an effort - Maitrey1, wife
of Yagnavalkya, asked the latter to show the path for Moksa. In that context
YajJavalkya said this —

W Tedl Yaw F4Rididq g Hde: d9de; WHdE:
3yaffgRa: Rl fagn Iufvg ... |

This dg, Igde, IMEde and 3¥dde, TRV, [RAs, JUMNQ etc. are the
exhalation of UIHTAT |

Since Veda had emanated from GRHTHT or W@ and not authored or written
by any human being it is called 3/@S3 | It is also clear that all the four VVedas
were available at a single point of time and there is no different time for
different Veda. This concept is substantiated in different systems of Indian
Philosophy such as Mimamsa , Vedanta, Vyakarana etc.

Sruti is another name of Veda — literally Sruti means the one that is learnt thru
hearing (not thru reading).

2. Svara or accent:

Sanskrit language can be put under two headings - Vaidika and Laukika. There
Is Svara or accent in Sanskrit language per se . But during the course of time
Svara lost its significance in Laukika (secular or non-Vedic) literature.

But Svara plays an important role in Vedic literature. Any change of Svara
would lead to change of meaning. There are mainly three Svaras, viz. Udatta,
Anudatta and Svarita.

3. Dichotomy of Veda:

Following the result, Veda can be divided into two parts -
Mantrabrahmanabhaga and Upanisadbhaga. The former is useful in performng
Yagas (Yajllas) that lead to Svarga, whereas the latter is useful in attaining
Moksa (arresting the cycle of birth and death and merging the Jivatma with
Paramatma).



In other words the Mantrabrahmanabhaga deals with Dharma / Karma whereas
the Upanisadbhaga deals with J[ Janam.

4. A different classification of Vedas:

Veda can be put under four headings - Mantra, Brahmana, Aranyaka and
Upanisad.

The Mantra portion is called Samhita. Mantras are commending texts of
different deities and literally mean - those, which protect if recited with
concentration.

Brahmanas comment on Mantras and explain the procedure of a rite.

Both the above portions are useful for a person during Brahmacaryam (celibacy)
and Garhasthya (married life) - the first two Asramas (stages of life) and also in
the performance of different rites.

The Aranyaka portion, which should be recited in a forest, as the name suggests,
is useful for a person during the third A$rama called Vanaprastha (living in a
forest).

Upanisads are useful during the fourth Asrama called Samnyaysa (giving up all
Kamyakarmas such as Yaga etc. but still performing the Nityakarmas like
Sandhyavandanam and Naimittikakarmas such as death ceremony of parents).

One may directly go to Samnyasa from Brahmacarya.
5. Branches(Sakhas) of Vedas:

Rgveda has got 21 branches but only two are available. Yajurveda has 100
branches. It is divided into two - Krsnayajurveda and Suklayajurveda. Four
branches of Krsnayajurveda and two branches of Suklayajurveda are available.
Samaveda has got 1000 branches of which only three are available.
Atharvaveda has got nine branches of which only two are available. Total we
have 13 branches of VVeda out of 1130.
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6. A Brief account of Vedas:
Rgveda:

‘Rk’ litearally means a text of praise of a deity. Some Rks make a Stkta, some
Stktas make a Mandala. There are ten Mandalas in Rgveda consisting of 1017
Stiktas and the total number of Rks is 10,472. Ayurveda is the Upaveda of
Krsnayajurveda.

Krsnayajurveda:

Yajus means ‘vakyam’ (sentence). Since the Yajus are found to be clustered for
most of the part, it is called Samhita. The sentences are to be divided with the
help of Pirvamimamsa.

In Krshnayajussamhita all the three kinds of texts, viz. Mantra (which praises
the deity), Arthavada (sentences of commendation and condemnation) and
Brahamana (which explains the procedure) are seen in an amalgamated form
and therefore the word ‘Krsna’ (literally ‘black’) is prefixed .

Some Rks are supplied by Rgveda,

The procedural details of Yaga (sacrifice) are stated in Krsnayajurveda, which is
also called Taittirtyasambhita.

There are seven Kandas, forty four Prapathakas (or Adhyayas) and 635
Anuvakas (or Prasnas) in Taittirtyasamhita.

Dhanurveda is the Upaveda of Krsnayajurveda.



Suklayajurveda:

Also called Suklayajussamhita and it is useful in the performance of Yaga
(sacrifice). In this Samhita there are Mantras and Arthavadas. Since the
concepts are clear the term ‘Sukla’ (white) is prefixed.

Yajllyavalkya was the disciple of Vaisampayana and learnt Yajurveda. There
was some clash between them and Y3ajllyavalkya returned the Veda to his Guru,
worshipped Aditya (Sun) , got the Vidya and the same is called Suklayajurveda.
Other sages, following the order of Guru, in the form of Tittiri brids took the
Vidya, returned by Yajl lyavalkya and therefore it is called Taittirtyasmahita or
Krsnayajurveda.

Suklayajurveda has got two versions called Madhyandinapatha and Kanvapatha
but without much difference.

Dhanurveda is an Upaveda of Suklayajurveda.
Samaveda:

Most of the Mantras are borrowed from 8™ and 9" Mandalas of Rgveda, ‘Sama’
literally means ‘to sing’. If the Rks are assigned some music they would become
Samas.

Samasamhita is divided into two parts - Purvarcikam and Uttaracikam. A group
of Rks is called Arcikam.

There are six Prapathakas in Purvarcika whereas Uttararcika has got nine
Prapathakas.

Gandharvaveda is an Upaveda of Samasamhita.
Atharvaveda:

Atharvasamhita is divided into twenty Kandas. There are 736 Stuktas and 5918
Mantras in this Samhita (Saunakasakha). 1200 Mantras of this Samhita are
borrowed from Rgveda. In this Samhita we come across a blend of prose and
poetry.

Atharva is the name of a Rsi .

Arthaveda / Arthasastra (polity) is an Upaveda of Atharvaveda.



7. General Points:

‘TrayT’ is a term that is often used to refer to the combine of Rgveda,
Yajurveda and Samaveda.

In a Yaga, Rgveda is represented by Hota. Samaveda by Udgata, Yajurveda by
Adhvaryu and Atharvaveda by Brahma. In fact, Brahma, being the supervisor of
Yaga, should know all the four Vedas (sarvaih brahma).

The first three Vedas produce only half of the Yaga, that is in the form of
speech (Vagriupa) whereas the rest in the form of mind (Manoripa) is by
Atharvaveda.

Purusasiiktam, that is there in all five Vedas (Rgveda, Krsnayajurveda,
Suklayajurveda, Samaveda and Atharvaveda) clearly states that all the four
Vedas were available at a single point of time -

rcassamani jajllire
chandamasi jajl lire tasmat
yajustasmadajayata.

There are certain branches of Vedas named after Rsis - Kathaka, Kalapaka,
Vasistha etc. by which some scholars got confused and said that those Sakhas
were authored by the respective sages. But the fact is that they are propagators /
specialists of those Mantras and are called Mantradrastarah / Mantrakrtah etc.

As has already been stated in the Introduction, Vedas are Apauruseya (not
written by human beings). They have emanated from Brahman. At the end of
every Pralaya (the great destruction) the Vedas also disappear. Then, after the
new creation has started, the Rsis (sages) perform Tapas (an ascetic life) and
perceive the Mantras and therefore the same are named after them - Vasistham
sama etc. We come across dozens of such Rsis across all the Vedasambhitas.

The Mantras in Samhitas are assigned to different deities such as Agni, Indra,
Visnu, Rudra, Varuna, Strya, Vayu, Soma, Brhaspati, Prthvi, Gayatri etc.

Vedas are the origin of different Vedangas, Darsanas, Upavedas etc.

Sruti, Anusarava, Trayl, Ammaya, Samamnaya, Chandas, Svadhyaya, Agama
and Nigama are synonyms of Veda.

Caranam is a name of Vedic text before it was divided into branches.

Pratisakhya is the name of Vedic grammar and there are five Pratisakhyas for
five Vedas.



Brhaddevata is a treatise that explains the details of each Mantra and presently it
is available for Rgveda only.

Anukramanikas are just guides of Vedas and are useful in protecting the original
form of Vedas.

A number of scholars had authored commentaries on Vedas.

The Vedasamhita would have Padapatha (splitting Samhita into words) and
Kramapatha (putting the words in an order).

Kramapatha is recited in eight different forms and these are called Vikrtipathas -
Jata, Mala, Sikha, Rekha, Dhvaja, Danda, Ratha and Ghana.

Ghanapathi (one who knows Ghana) is a popular term.

All the above stated ten formations are Pauruseya, i.e. artificial or man-made,
unlike the Samhita, which is Apauruseya.

Prati§akhyas are the works that deal with grammar of each Veda.

One has to take the help of Vedangas and Darsanas to understand the Vedic
literature.

8. Summary:

Among the 14/18 Vidyasthanams, Vedas occupy the first place and out of 1130
branches only 12/13 are available. Vedas are Apauruseya and are the original
source of all other Vidyas.

At the end of each Pralaya all the Vedas disappear and the Rsis, with their
Tapas, perceive / hear the Vedic Mantras and propagate them and therefore are
called Mantradrastarah / Mantrakrtah. The Mantras / Vedic texts perceived by
Rsis are named after them - Kathaka, Kalapaka, Paippalada etc.

Samaveda is a musical form of Rgveda.

Mantrabrahmana part deals with Karma (rite) whereas Upanisad deals with
Jllanam.



